
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.  

 

 

 



pg. 2 

 

The Third Sunday in Lent 
 

March 6 & 7, 2021 
 

Jesus Carries Our Cross: Perfect Obedience. 

  

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn God Himself Is Present 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 224 
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M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord.  

 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  

tender care.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right hand of your 

power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Exodus 20:1-17  

The Ten Commandments show us what it means to live according to God’s law. 

 

 And God spoke all these words: 

 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

 “You shall have no other gods before me. 

 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 

beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your 

God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 

generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and 

keep my commandments. 

 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless 

who misuses his name. 

 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but 

the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor 

your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your 

gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he 

rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is 

giving you. 

 “You shall not murder. 

 “You shall not commit adultery. 

 “You shall not steal. 

 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 

manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  
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Psalm of the Day (Saturday) Psalm 19 

Although sinful man struggles to live according to God’s law, his law remains perfect. 

 

 

 

 The heavens declare the glory of God; 

  the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

 

 Their voice goes out into all the earth, 

  their words to the ends of the world.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 The law of the LORD is perfect,  

  giving joy to the heart. 

 

 The commands of the LORD are radiant, 

  giving light to the eyes. 

 

 They are more precious than gold; 

  they are sweeter than honey. 

 

 By them is your servant taught; 

  in keeping them there is great reward.  

 

 Refrain  
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 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

  be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Redeemer. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain  

 

Response to the Word (Sunday) In Adam We Have All Been One 

Choir setting by Carl Schalk 

  

 In Adam we have all been one,  

 One huge rebellious man; 

 We all have fled that evening voice  

 That sought us as we ran. 

 

 We fled thee, and in losing thee,  

 We lost our brother too; 

 Each singly sought and claimed his own;  

 Each man his brother slew. 

 

 But thy strong love, it sought us still  

 And sent thine only Son 

 That we might hear his shepherd’s voice  

 And, hearing him, be one. 

 

 O thou who, when we loved thee not,  

 Didst love and save us all, 

 Thou great good shepherd of mankind,  

 O hear us when we call. 

 

 Send us thy Spirit, teach us truth;  

 Thou Son, O set us free 

 From fancied wisdom, self-sought ways  

 To make us one in thee.  
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 Then shall our song united rise  

 To thine eternal throne, 

 Where with the Father evermore  

 And Spirit thou art one. 

 

Second Lesson Romans 8:1-10 

God sent Jesus as a sin offering – to live perfectly according to his law. 

 

 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ 

Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was 

powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the 

righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful 

nature but according to the Spirit. 

 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but 

those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of 

sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to 

God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot 

please God. 

 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in 

you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in 

you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 

 

Verse of the Day  

 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone 

who believes in him may have eternal life. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel John 2:13-22 

Although the Jews claimed to live according to God’s law, their hearts were filled with false piety. 

 

 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts 

he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So he 

made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the 

coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he said, “Get these 

out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” 

 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  
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 Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority 

to do all this?” 

 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 

 The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three 

days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.   

 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

Choir   by Girolamo Savonarola  

 

 Jesus, Refuge of the weary, blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

 Fountain in life’s desert dreary, Savior from the world above, 

 Oh, how oft thine eyes, offended, gaze upon the sinner’s fall! 

 Yet upon the cross extended, thou didst bear the pain of all. 

 

 Jesus, may our hearts be burning with more fervent love for thee! 

 May our eyes be ever turning to thy cross of agony 

 Till in glory, parted never from the blessed Savior’s side, 

 Graven in our hearts forever, dwell the cross, the Crucified!  

 
 
 John: The Gospel of John was written by the apostle John, the “disciple whom Jesus loved.” He 

likely wrote to Christians who were already familiar with the events recounted in Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke. Therefore, John omits many of these events – in particular, a listing of the twelve apostles and the 

institution of Holy Communion. John’s purpose in writing his Gospel is clear: “these are written that 

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 

name” (John 20:31). 

 

Unique to the Gospel of John is the omission of all parables of Jesus. Instead, John includes seven “I 

am” statements of Jesus: the bread of life; the light of the world; the gate; the good shepherd; the 

resurrection and the life; the way, the truth, and the life; and the vine. A key concept in John’s Gospel is 

that of eyewitness testimony of the events in the book. 
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Hymn of the Day Forth in Your Name, O Lord, I Go 

Christian Worship 456 

 

 

 

Sermon Exodus 20:1-17 

The Ten Commandments: Timeless and Relevant 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin   
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 Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

M: Dearest Lord Jesus, accept our humble thanks for becoming one of us: the Word made flesh 

who fulfilled all that was necessary for our eternal redemption. 

 

C: You lived a holy life that your perfect obedience might be credited to us. 

 

M: Bearing our sins, you willingly traveled the agonizing path to the cross where God laid on you 

the iniquity of us all. 

 

C: You died an innocent death that we might live forever in heaven. 

 

M: Keep this message of pardon granted and salvation won always on our hearts and lips, that we 

may tell those around us of your grace and mercy. 

 

C: Remind us daily of the depths of your love, and provide us with opportunities to live out 

this love in our lives.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: On those days when trials and temptations threaten to overshadow your love for us, cause us to 

remember your promise to never leave us or forsake us. 

 

C: Even in our darkest hours, give us the strength to bear our crosses and remain firm in 

our faith. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: As we continue our journey in this fallen world, remind us that our present sufferings are not 

worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

 

C: Bring us quickly to the day when we will exchange our crosses for a crown of glory. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn Church of God, Elect and Glorious 

 Christian Worship Supplement 774 
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Please stand 

 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 

by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 

guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

Christian Worship 319 
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Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Eric Sipe, organ (Saturday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday) 

 Hannah Braun, violin 

 

Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Donna Ibisch, hospitalized at Froedtert. 

 

• St. John’s teachers Keith Hackbarth and Renee Pastorek, as each deliberates the two divine 

calls they now hold. 
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Parents’ Preview for March 14 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound”  

(Christian Worship 379)  
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Readings for the Week of Lent 3 

 

 

  

M 1 Peter 1:13-21 John 1:29-37 

T Mark 6:7-13 Acts 8:1-8 

W Luke 22:24-30 John 10:17-26 

R Luke 4:38-44 Acts 18:1-11 

F 1 Corinthians 4:9-16 Jeremiah 11:18-20 

S Isaiah 49:1-6 Revelation 5:11-14 
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Lent Worship Opportunities 
 
St. John’s midweek Lent services are held on Wednesdays at 3:30 (broadcast online) and 6:45 p.m. 

 
March 10 – Midweek Lent 4 

 Hands of Hypocrisy (Caiaphas) 

 Pastor Eric Schroeder 

  
March 17 – Midweek Lent 5 

 Hands of Brutality (Roman Soldiers)  

 Pastor Kyle Bitter  

 
March 24– Midweek Lent 6 

 Hands of Self-Preservation (Pilate)  

 Rev. Dr. Mark Braun  

 
April 1 – Maundy Thursday  

 
April 2 – Good Friday  

 

April 4 – Easter Sunday  

 

(service times TBD for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday) 

  



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf @sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


